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of the 

I-
of Po c~onta.e county Agrlcul ture .. sa t h e chier PUTBU1. t 

Becaue e tr&~l wae difficult and transportation raclll
ti 

•• 
Tly .,,,UI" . 

• • r . . ~ . r, t he •• ttlers were compelled to be eolt- supporting or 881f- euataibning 

'l'b t co=i ng of t he Gr eenbrier Di vieion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 

nann.! - lh r 'O ugh Poctlhontse Co unty, and connecting with the western uaryland Railway 

. t ~r in I and the hard surfaced roade that pass through pocahontas County, with 

&1.1 i ta. rock based s econdary roada I has made ingress and egre88, free and 

f &~ll at 1T8 tor Iconomic and Bocial eci encB of the bUBinese men of the adjoining 

~t 1 • • of west Vi r giniaj The establishment of the County line8 have brought about 

110 r .. t dc t 1o n o f trade relationB between the Counties that have common 11ne8 

• Po cabonta County _ Hi ghland I and Bath, counties of the state of Virginia are 

co ~_ou. or bo rder Counties , but trade relatione exiat between 
I 

theabo va . named 

'-en rl", Countiee of Virginia I with t he slIDe degree ot Social Economy -

... 1. Cr • • nbrler , Webster, Rand6lph and Pendleton Counties of Wel!lt Virginia; 

1I!'" . . .... r , th e t rade relatione between ~beBhontas County and the bordering 

-:.... '1.1 .. or Yl r gl n1a aTe sub ject to the s tate laws of each state, and each adjoining 

" _ t . '. 

• 
• 

-
COu" 'I ,1 0 trade relatio ns , obser ve the civil laws of their neighbor stat.s • 

• pr , .. nt t 1m e PoctLhonta e County , fom~8 a part of an economical whol., 

~ic.ll, rel ated to all i t . adjoining Count ies , eepecially in that part 

. j 
at. p. "h1", to and 
• • r A1nt l1...i~ 

I 

tre at. of that portion o f human 
and t"ado relatione • 

, 
activin-_hich i • , 



~ -q\l::lI rd next neir-hbor lived on the farm y .. here Elt'!ry Shira;:ery 
!\..! .. C' Co. 

11'.' 0 Their first church was built of 101:5 after the Ci vll liar . 

has since been replaced by a nice frame building . 

Copied from the church records: 

'Saxte r Presbyterian Church built during the summer of 1858 , dedicated 

to the seryice of Almishty God, on the 27th day of Au!""st 1858 , dedication 

totl:l! service by Re v. Charles C. !~ . See . Text 127 Psalm, part of the 

fIrs ver se . ey order 'of the Greenbrier Presbyterian this church was 
, 

organi£ed by John C. Barr , 21st dny of August, 1859 , with sixteen me~bers 
fro::! Li ber ty Church as follows : Robert Do Mccutchan, Robery Curry, Ruling . 
Elde:-sj Elizabeth h~cCutcban;N9.ncy McLaughlin; Samue l McCu tchan , Christine 

:ane "cCutchan j Elizabeth C~rry; Caroline Nottingbam; Nancy Mc Cutchan , 

},"atl1da Crai g ; Caroline Warwick ; John B. McCutchan; Robert R. McCutchen;' 

1111&l:l l:cCutchan i Elizabeth E. McGutchan.
1I 

Pastors who have served the church: ' Rev . J . C. Barri Rev . R. P, Kennedy 
, 

Rev . M. C .~lap ; Rev . A H. Hamilton ; Rev . J . h . McCown; Rev . U~ . Price · • 
Rev . E. F , n exander; Rev . R. M. Cal dwell ;- Rev . H. W, MCLaughl i'n; 

_. 0 

Rev . 

P . If . Pultz ; Re . Ba~D; Rev . J . S . Kennison Rev D M J' , ••• Iionroe. 

The seminary students who have d \ en eared themse l ves, by' their fai th-

&rY' co to many of God IS people and h 1 d e pe many t o become childran 

of F. l. Y.lr.fdon , are , Rev. J . V. Y.cCall; Rev . A. D. Watkins ; Rev . 

now a miss i onary in China ' Re v h'arion Syd , 

Lewis 

, • . ens tricker , now & 

1n Era:-l1 . 

"1>.0 church h •• one outpo8 t at McLaughlin school house which bas 
• • 4 o he ehurcb , ~o deAc ons , and estab11shed many 

h to 



! 

- £-

Church c1urln r the ri viI ;;D.r camped 1n this nice new church 

d bt' ~n ~o CC'lmfortsbly furnis;"led , and left ita wreck tor ma.ny • 

1990 and 1691 under the l eadership of Rev . W. B. " allenge
e 

the 

'ethodi~t Eoi
scopol Church , South was built . It was dedicated in August 

. J . \'1 , Youn~ . Tr ustees were V/i lliam H. Cackle y , J e.cob Tn ylor, 
, 

. R. 1 ~ore and E . N. )~oore . '11he Lewisbu r g District Con fe ren ce met at 

thiS chur ch at that time . 
The first school at Dunmore was taught at the Chesley Mo ore House. 

: he first scho ol on the McLaughlin neigh borhood Vias taught by Jacob C. , 

V.cls.ugbl in , near present l ocation. He was le.ter called to war and killed 
, 

at t he bat Ie of Cedar creek in 1864. The s choolhouse was destr oyed, and 

one t erm of school was taughi in an old house on what is known as the 

Carr pla ce , .... here Ellitt 'Carpenter now live,S . A schoo l building of rough 
, 

::..Iar1al was e r ected on -the ba:nk between the homes o f La\\Tence and Russe ll 

:k!eLeu.ghl ln and school was in session at this point for abo~t twentr years. 

In the DUnmore Community are :~e fo~lowing schools: Hill~ide , Buzzard, 

Tb. ., Creek ._ McLaughl i n; Curry; and ~ore . The DunJiiore Schoo l was 

year o~ O. Miss Emma Warwick &~arted. i n e. one room buil ding in the ~ 16B 

WII the f irst t eacher . 
, 

Duneore i8 noted for its fine mineral i _ spr ngs . ~e Li~hia Spr i ng 

1n1.n£ f avor for its purity and the ' analysis shows this spring t o be 

.'m · l~r to the famou s Eurek a Sp rings i n Arkansas . 

~De valuablo wb1to pine 1nvited many lumbo rman . The first railroad 
~ ..... ..,.nt to ?o~ahon t.. count·, 1 .J Vias ocated on 1~omas C~eek . The fa t sleek 
bin- • • h4 honor of the tr anepor tation of th1s 

lr ',. , •. -' 1 ,.,., ,. portlon or the l \lmbor WAS 

rai lroad from Stauntor, 

flooted out o ~ S 1 • e t 1ngton 
• 

• 

r~ n r ~T Ri ve r and ~n 

f r om 

t.o liOnc.8V( r te . 

t hf' l'oc ahon t as 

u., II 
.. 11.b • -.=======---
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~4-
POCAHONTAS CroNTY 

• 

-

fr "'- 1840 to 1860 were pt the aame type •• 
• the uttler. who came into Pocahontas --

.mall nationality groups. The Irish cam. 
the earUer onu witb the exoeptlon.,of tw~ 

1 d ,- the Irish who oame 'Were the Cloonan •• durin& the potato ramine in Ire an • ~uong 

d C Some Irish. of Dour; •• had Dome before this time • . Sullinn. a.a onwaya. I . , 
I can find ,DO ceneul of nationality groups and I believe none was kept , lUI the 

. '; 1 " 
,roup' ... er~ not overly large, and they aoon l~.t. their rae1.t integrity by 

. , 
~term.rr1.&8 , or they moved on ebewbere and did not settle in nationality grou,pa \ 

for long, it at .11.· , . 
THE DU1CH BOTTOU SETTLEMENT IN THE 1840'. 

the Re ron cburch was eatablhbed as the churoh of the Netherla.nds. Naturally there 
I 

... e any wbo pr otested aga i nst .. move to mix the church and sta.te. Pearl Buck in 

he r book -The Exile" uys there were 300 in tne band in 'Whieh bel' p~ople sailed for 
. . 

i .r.u"1ea . they came to Perinsylvania to 8ettle on land purchased by paper. but which 

~d out to be awa.mp le .. nd on whicb they could not even hope to exist. ll.a.xly ot 

the: · ... at. back to the cltie8. About 100 of them c~e on 80uth into what 1s noW .. 
!:cot.. County . 

, 
lu:.~ i.D Poc.hontu County was purchaeed from Paul McNeel by Rev. William Schimmer_ 

Yo rk . .. fMc lLDd was on the Williams Rive r d th an e place was known as 

1ot1,.oa .t't.er it. uttlu:ent. This 1"1]13 "8.8 .. high~ _ level~ fertile pl .. iD~ free .' .... ~, .. ~r .... r ... 1l~ mcuntalm .. 11 around th U em . pon this bnd stood great 
t ,.a .. U . r • • ~d aroun~ th.m ~ though not h til oa ., they _ere terri1'ying , , . • &trkn,. and hard it wa. for th. . . It o Y- br ed men And _0-'_ ..,_ ... . ac_ • 

a ..... o r ..... 1 hy ~toh City . rnowl n6 nothing 
ht • . .1. 

I. •• " . - ho • •• ... .. 'if · ..... rd • r • et . 1\4u,.. beaau •• 
wlthln .ta aonth. a rter they . , .... , . ~ • r ••• r ••• '\. pol l o), aod , a •• llb.rty 

• • or Worlhip t o it • • 

-



POCAHONTAS COUNTY Page 2 

~ oh Bottom Settleruent - oont'd 

ciUuaa • , , I 
thh "small , company of about 60 pereone disbanded. Curl n& the winter ' of 1858 

Crop. had not beo,D good" IlJld 1;he men realizIng they knew .0 11 ttl. about It~nn1ng. 

" 
Pocahontas,. 

" , d their inability to endure the hardships of pioneer' 11f. in wanted 

to .av. to ao~ town to go into lome business there. 

l:on& thole who remained in Pocahontas were the Stultingl (Pearl Bucks grand-
.. ~ I 

parent.) and the Van ReenanB. , of whioh there are many in the oounty today. ' 
, 

The Stultlnga built their new house on the edge of t~ Englisb settlemeDt ·of 

Eil hboro in Little Levels. 
." 

Yo. t: of the Van Reenans today live on the StOllY ~Creek Bection of the County in . 

Urt.y Distriot . 

Frpm - The E~ile - Buok 

Pocahontas Tl~ 8 April 27, 1939 

History of Poea. - Price,. 

turtq the .. two decades 1840 - 1860 we did not get so many settlers 'as the 'West 

• 
, 

lAc .. t"tted at that t1.me and people passed on over going farther weat. So 

.. cy or GUT own people, e.peoially from tittle Level., .~so moved on. There are so 

~rd. , Calli.on. , Poage., Hi ll . , Gays , Bridgers and eluneDS from 

... 10 on. county in Miuourl that it wae orten ca lled "U ttle Virginia-, 

I . • 

• .. , 
" .. 
• 

o Ohio and I ndh.Da . In 1840 the population ot Pocahontas ... 

•• "eo anl, ,e68 ~ i oo r •••• of onl y 1, 036 pereon •• 

Cah1n Pri o. 

Hl s l ory of poo • • - Prio e -. .. r. t 
an MO.t. ly pOP\l h ted by the Ger t:W..U8 and "renoh • 

t t .. . W\ 
, 

r t l,. by h. cotoh - lrleh . W.l1. "h 
"<1 "'. Cerman un. 'r. 

... 100 oh - lrhh 1~. 1.0 l ow.r ., . 
Old • 

• 



CHAPTER 4 SECTION 4b - QUESTIONS 
POCAHONTAS COUN1Y 

r&MnI in the oounty inor.aaed in number, b.ut 

i n . 1&1. The original land hol~.r8 who had owned, aametimes, thoula~~~ 

... .... began. to divide them among their h.lrll~ or to •• 11 of'! portions ot th.l~ 

~ •• L. M. Coyn.~ here at Clover lick tell. me that her people, the 

l eat .. lot ~t their land b y going OD band. or notes, and that the ~.nd 

sometime . for &s little a8 sq cent. per aore. fbi. wall, perhaps true 

of Dl1Y ot the l anc O1rDe ra of the county. For 1n going through their w111. aDd 

t he ... t t hu:I .• nt of their estates, I round that .. ny of them·~'~lIIo'Er9 .on ~ot •• and bond.,

. A1'ter these large ranns or plantations were divided the average farm wall from • 
'. , 

200 aore. to 1000 aores. They are at!ll" being divi,ded yet today. until only .oq -. . , 
t.he Benner estate i n Greenbank Dhtriot remains undivided. Many of the •• t.t.1 

b&~ pa.Ee d ccmpl e t e l y out of the hand s of the heira of the original owner •• 

The se people , o f cour s e • . tr!lded . f th ..each other t o aome e xtent. Bartering wa. 
~O-DC 1.rl. Pocabontas as elsO"l'ihere. Work .. however, ' _6 the one thing they traded moat 
• 

w1 b eaeh ot he r , fo r wor k was the one thing needed most to turn ~the wilderness into 

!'&..'"'T;I a.nc! to erect the ir l og h ou ses. When a man had " a h ouse to build or a field-t~ 

eiu.red, _11 the neighbor8 he l pe d him s.nd he i n turn belped them,. -Log rolling a! 

• • , 
• raieing. " got much 1I or k -done and alao gave a: ' chance fo.f 8001al oontaot 

- GDl,. tar the _ n but t or t he women who got together and prepared the faa.t. 

• • n ..-e r e the " hu.kln, beel! " and "qui,ltin g parties"" all of whlch.,probably 

tfp ta • tau. t ha t nl , ht . Work not exohanged wall naid , -
r- ~or .ith p roduoe inatead ., ....... (t ,. ,,111 be ta_1ceD up more in Chapter 5 ) 

hI 

1 • 'hon •• l.nd .hoop were sold t T_ 
o ~nca8ter, Fa ., to Philadelphia. 

• It ~haond • • taunton and WinO-he.ter . Rl h 
c mond .speoi a lly "'11 a n exoellen t 

.... . n •• hr. woul d lo;'d up the ir paok . 
ho r .ee 1Ilth rura hide a, 

.. 11.0 O .. r n Od1. •• I1t.t le 1 ~ - ' ==.:c 
• • t her , '01De f l ...... r _r aon. took a a~ll 

, .' t ... 

r , ... 
. t,.h . " U -

h. ~ .1~ , •• 11 , or e~chaD6. t~lr 
it a'IJ..-, -" . .. 11 t h 010 h . h 

" t ,. J. 
GUS h lIIOa t or tho 1 o oth . .... d. 

e · 



4a. - 5 
- pogo 1. 

fOC&hor.ta ! Co~tI -- Ch . 4 s ection 
- = -

rt e ..... e to " arline Bot tom and f01.lllli 
d u nri s and captain J ohn stue.. c;uu 

11Sl Gen.ra l An\ r.
s.ive11 living here wi thout familiee. 

varlin and 5ei.e11 .er. 

not bother to t a ke title to the l~d upon which they 
Deni. l Boone t ype who did 

the 
fi rot go at Burveying the lend at thie place and claiming it aa 

So Lewh had 

Thi. 
_as respected and the sattlere who came in settled up Price 

su~vey 

But it i8 
on t he Lewis survey that most of the town ot llarllntoD i.e 

Run or Stony cre.k. The stump of the old c orner oak 
buil t, OIl t b. ol.dest and best ti.tle in We st Virginia. 

This is the oldest land mark east of the Mississippi 

Se it \no'Sn that unde r tbe .Ubany treaty of -1722, white people bad no right to sur

~eJ on \be wes tern watere--that is Missis s ippi drainage;-in 1751. 

Ho_u
er

, Lens and others ha? 'a plan to coloni ze the Greenbriee Valley Under t he , 
~ of the Gre enbrier Company, and this c ompany fooled t he King and Council into belie.-

u.g t he Greenbrier noweci into the 'James River . Unde r this prstense, a charter was giv-

e:c to tak e up f or settlement a btmdred thousand) acres of lend in the Greenbrier cop.Dtry: 

.-aw the qu u -ion natural.l y arises why did !}ot Andre_ Lewis go further and include in 

~ 

1:1_ SlIT'" the fi ne bottom lands of t he Fair Ground and adjoining farms. It is belie Ted 

t~~ Jacob rlin laid claim to that part oftbe bottom for his own. The only ba8is for 

tbLt ~11. r ia that t!.nty~rive years later Lawrence Drinnon had his fort on the pr esent . 
'elT Groucda end hi _ _ i t. wa a Sall ie. a daughter of Jac ob ~atlin . 

1 .. 1 

U lOOll U Lewi. a _lld ot here began to survey out land on . the Greenbrier River, the 

tnrou&b the LonS Houe. of the Six Nation s began to e end word to London about the 

tr"" 

, 
• • 

• 

e ~ng an Council did not keep t he Scotch-or "be t r .. "), of 1722. Orden of t h Ie d 

, 

We know that Jacob ~arwick · . 

tb Dwnlap GS tlin,~on, .0' living ~t ~arlinton in 1765. They wrote a l eUer 

in lnland. 

r .. • 

Th. l.tt.r ••• tro~ Croenbrie r. 

troubh th t.he In;11 .. u 

All _,. lh., b_d._ill.d 8r.djo~ k . the In~lan. 

·"7 I .... ~ ________________________________ ~ ____________ -I ... 
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"Ot-tOlD and killed an:! captured 18 persone . 
Th1, wa' AU&ust 12, 1155 . 

hUD here in a kind of fort called Fort Greenb rier just before and afte r 

t h bad to'.n some Indian priaonerB at t hie place and ma rched them 
"1,.01'" ddeat , bu e .. 

Din~ddle on t he eastern aide of the Allegheney. 

ft Vi i · h d b 00. an independent state SJld called her-
rinall» fou r years 8. er rg ma a e m 

atl f t he c~cn.ealth of Vi r ginia, Lewi! got hi, deed. Thomas Jefferson, Governor. re

citi ng that Lewia had made composition with the cO!llIlol"lwealth by t he paying of 1..0 ,hill -

. • graDt or deed for 480 acres of land at the mouth ot weing.(knob) 
icgs , he wae gi ven 

Cre. t by virtu. of a suryey made Oct . 11 , 1751. This deed was given June 2, 1780. The 

aevolu"tioD had been about ""01"1 by that time . The generals delay in proving up bis land 

cl~ CaD easily be accounted for by the fact that he was bust with the affaire of the , 
f'nr.:e:h lind Indi an War and he had be en detained as a prisoner of war in Canada. .• 

s . ca=e back from Canada in broken health in 1780, leaving a will by wh ich be ga!e 

t!IIt 480 acru &t }!~Uns Bott om to his 801"1 John Len • . ~ J ohn Lewis ditid the next year , 

1 .l t he land to fou r of hie children, Charles , Samuel, Andrew and Eliza. They in 

tQ""D .old it. to Jae:ob Wanick and Warwick signed the title bond to William Poage Jr. as 

a. arrit.g. poMion. Poage was a Major in the war of 1812. He was o ne of the charter ' . 0 

ucl,;..rI o f the eour t that f or med Pocahontaa C t oun y, and was shetif! of .the county. He 

I! j Ie 1.82 '7 haY-ins the lend to two of his hil . e dren, Wooda Poage and Margaret Poage 

~. u .. t *",1 in ti tle t hot W d was 0 0 II Poage sold his hal r of the land t o his broth. , 
tr.· • J .. 4. Prl CI. this Elye the Pricn 2,211 ae: reI in and arOund ,,- 1 • ~r ina Bottom . 

;.ahr J .. •• h"lce aold the Wood, Poa"e farm to Dr. Ceorge B. Uorr ett, Who in turn Bold 

• • t ut U . \0 )tuEh L'cLAulhli n. When t.he ta.n lite wu propos.d in 1891 as t he laat 
I \ • YI", ,. '00. t ~lI'1\.I . tb. uu ..... in the nfllDt. r h o I. e fOllOWing par'on., 

1 .. M, ctint, • • rtl lt~ J. Mev-ushlin , A. u. YOLaushlin S 1 , amu. O. Priel , 1111 .. 
• I' rh _. ) ... ,.. trlc •• ~ I.~ n a.,.. 

• • •••••• n t .. " . ... , .. I.t • • r. , . ,- ... 
h , .... , _ 



Page 3 , 
, 

~er of 1890 an~o.xh making s n ow fell, .r:l!lking it: the wirlte r of the big 8n01l'. 

it by on the ground to the depth of t hree f eet or more , Colonel .Tohn T. U.eGraw of 
, 

an cad. a rltit to tbia county and purchalled tbe farms known a II Marlins Bottom for 

, 
.itt . Tbe name of the postoffica had been changed in 1 887 from lJuline Bott om • I' 

t; ~.t'UDton . ltt'll . Janie B. Sky~e8, a Maryland lady, was inetromental in bringing abou.t 

~ e C'h~'. · She object ed to • 
the wor.d Bottom 8e not being a nice wo rd. The old . time ... 

.-.1'9 barriCied when t hey found thename had been chang ed, but t h e harm had been done and 

&! •• ~.al t.o congress failed to undo the harm. Mr . 5;yle8 800n afterwards move. away 

h;~ . he It!': u.s chris t ened with a new name . 

7bI p'Jrchas e of t he tOYt'D site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimation that the 
'-

ff-:r!.t ad ot the proposed rrailway devel~pment8. The plan wa s that the Camden System of , 
. , 

rUlr.;ais "-0 to extend up Williams River, ac rose t he divide at the head of Stony Creek 
, 

-~ to • rl1.ctoa . It was a part of the plan tha t the' Chesapeake and Ohio would bui ld 

I;;: txtC.iOD tro= Hot Springe to Me rlinton t o cOlll!ect .. ith the Caztden. The railroad wa s 

-~ t--.. U:. u. the t time bec ause of e. money panic which came to th e county. Colonel llc -

., b~ inTested largely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger c~ase~ to try to 

~ 1.c:.u n c .. ~1tali". 1n this county and de velop it " th a railroad . 
Hia attention wae , . I 

, 10 ~r ... r.atural route Cor a r a ilroad up Greenbrier River. 
. .. 

He had a -survey -made from 

r .. tt;tec. to lonc.nori. a t a coa t or $10 ,000, BIld it was on this location that the rail

,~ " t a-h.,....n1. b., n in 1899 and finiahed in 1901. 

! .. \ 
a1 V.rUmoc .... laid off i n town 1-018 in 1891, and widel y advertised as a. 

t. 
, , ·r. , l~.r cou ld -0. built. The pocahontae Develop~ent Company was chartered and 

t • • ,". t r'~ cr .. on ""ch the town •• to be built . They put 't'"eJ.U Qble improve _ 

. ".,. or ' ~,()(X) t o b •• ppUed on • new courthoue8 . a. made, i f the peo-
•• , . • t, . 14 C't 

I The elaet _ 
., 1 I 1 1 • .,. Hi' eO\lr'lt)' ... t to '.r11nton " At; that tillMl Uarlintotl • _;10" 

.pl • • 

'. , ., 
,. I 1 .11 it. ('r.' .. 1 Hon on.. • 

·Y 01 , 1900 • 

JU. ... "' . .... , . ~------- '------
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• • 
• 

- -

· . . . _. 

• • t -. . 
... 

~ , • 

f' r' ';boro j8 lect':';e:l ~n a r:i.c ' t t ("'l':1:.. c. ... J •• 

,. f ~,. !l . setth :d there in t he w! ) t:£J"''". e5s i::; tnf1 e a r ly 
'. ' 

• :.:" crt' 
, .... ; . 

• !.. c.:! f o!' .,.<::. •.• ;rj .• ill . t }.e ::-iC!lber ·from .. ort!. ,,»:,,11.:1.. \.r.o 

i ... l,.. ... . . :.. .... 0 "' .. I~ T . 

--. .... d' 't.. .;, : :-;.O ~. Jirt;; . t ;; ; 

. . 
r-=':Jo(,t.a.e • . told.. t:.4.'t the .Lndit.!l~ 

, . J,t!,.I.." 

:: .. rb .... · "-=- r.!o . ::.!!d tl'-.en ':::1.itet"aS"hed •. !t had t}'lree :- o:-ci es , t-.;o tell cb i:i:leySqi!l~ 

.;.~ l! s Cr"ek w .. s nsoe1 rOT b- . Bill . C:c' , t.eco.us-e- ~ :::s stE:rlin,: ,-;ort: . • 
.. .' . 

lO~f; •. S its, wa ters rIerN11
• The creek 1'10:-;5 throug~~ 

t " _, 
, 

I. 

, 
whic i':- i.acl'.el'.ses its ·,;el ~cit::-· n.:ltil , it plunges over a.. Ji-ecioice more 

t '" • .. • 
~ ~. I '" • • • 

'. ~(..,..-..,l~. for •. in£, a..! Perfect syr.e.y r..r.d cr cr.tirij; .'-tne ' ;et\utii'ul" Ft.j.~s of' Eil 1..S 
" .... • • . , • , c .;1 

.;.~.' •. ~'" .., .. _ .... .H .... _ : ...... 

;. l .~- "'. ,- -,; ~ 

se~tler, ' John Brulrey {he '-pipne6r # t ~ 

". 

- C· C ·· d 't the _Cir l.t =u .eys ree~, n~~e F.. er 

! r . r _' •. 8 ... rtf , t.._~ l' -,. ~i. .! .... .. , . .. :, t.1J- Si:l.i::inb' l'or "thO -
• 

OJ , • ',-- or t l · .',\ ' c'.· .... ··!' ¥~ ... f ' .. '-' .. . : ' .. r t.nc~· 0 ·'\1 chll. rd 'Hil] 

I • • -, ~ .... . 

-• •• • '("-1 fII • t , r '~r1 • , t 

'. :.r I .~: t.e- ~ ~» .,I I.u!ca.)"rt 

• " • . h "l , " I " • • • 

• • • t' 1 • • • • 
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, (. 

~ .. . '. \ .. • ".," ' -~ r ' 0 "r \" - r ~ . t', .. ... - - "- • 

r aC6 cf UroCll' rountn1n he bebolc.c 1\ 'F, n ' rr ~ (. of unsurrLs sed 

t he :;u.."1 pours his efrul{;ent Y:c.rmth '-!!::. [. )·:&:: t r.os:; c-.'e:- r.:ounta.ins , 

I\t\d hills AS t i ey unite in proclait:".iDC 11':'i . ~ Lord !"6ic;;oe.th , let 

rejC'ice . " He als'O behol~s historic ' E;roU!1d , for it ,1,,5 .t 'the foot of , 

• cn::t!l in \':!I c~ e Ge:ler al·.L.veril1 · .... ri th 5000 r.len pitched trieir tentz befor e the 

o!' !)root' !'ou."lh .i n "ih ich began on 1107enber 6 , 1B63 . 
, ' , 

Y:ll!;poro l a s "l\·:e.ys b~~m D. rel i!;iom: Md education;.] 'center . John Jo r dl!.n 

fs. 'T.e , belove e. buil-din£; site to t he t.:ethodist c hurch , whfch waS destroyed 

, . ' fir e . They ha.ve since built' fcur atJ: ... r chvr~h es i n ~he corrJ'!"uni ty cnd nO',': wor sh1 r 

YU" co=i ortab16 , com,'r,odious bu i l d5-;)..; ·in t !l E.. 't ... \ ,~. 01' •. illst:loro . in extrb.cts 

~.::E "t:-,ree f:vc::;;E: l i s t ic t our s tr.rc~h thl'S s e~t ior: of 
J 

tr,e c ou:l tr " , ccm~n c-, 0 

-;' :- O'"~-: -'rf'6;: ':;r ~ er CC\l~ty . el"',ch t5 0re a"!d b,eiq; ent e !," t r ined C'1-:: free c } iDJ:: Ilt tr.e , . 
, 

cf c"eel i n the Li ttle Levels I go inf, fr~m t here to the Dr iii." en hOr,le ,,:here r.e 

i"ece:ved 80 n t;l-:dlyn !,nd :e1{tertllined so· nkindlyll i~ the Edrc.:r neighbornoodJ.. 
_ .' . i ' ' 

~, evw~ r om there to-C-loverlick , dov-.n ~~rour.h ' T~gc.rts ~o.~ley in' jnd01Ph 

:'''7':;'t}'' L'tTou-tno' Uor gento,,:.n . A.t- th~ gc}leel home lively religious discus sioI1~ were 

!-:.'! • d ~!". ::, tl-:e ',o:hol o cOr.a:1unity . -

, ::" ' '7'f frteb!.,ter ie.n Church v-as oq:;c.....'1ized in the ;yee.r 17 9~ .• Th e 'eo.rly 

rt: U' • c..r \'.::~ ch ~er 8 l OGt II.nd - no one r emembers "'h'3n it -;:" s built • .A. substa.'1t ~ e.l 

• • 

, 
,oil • 

•• 

c " ~Cf t~. 1c-~ect wo rs h i r ed f or )tAn:,' YC2.T S we.s l ater bui l t south €.e.!: t 

o . ..n 'r'" t. e rcter y 1& .et} ll kept up . 1n 16 30 t h r c huroh ,,:e.s r.e-
• 

" , .. , 
i-()"cue , oud. JO~'U Jul ' UIl :: were e1 ttcted e1o e-rs . ' he , 

.. .G J.~ .o' C,." 1',).(. IDl!rv~a tru,/,i 1,,; ,\ TOt, .11 ... 1 110:' .... tv 1:)71:: \,er6 net' • 

. , .. . "' •• ttl . '" V • .JUIIJ. oJ . .. hin . M _V . ,1t.01(.1':' . uun l (.l.f 1l1lQ At' \' • 

... ~. _" • • ~. ,)0 t l" , 

• ·r t ." •• ' 

•• • t !" Ct. n l' . 



• 

, 
I

, 0" b, _. o· u c-c' - t "I..~· o.{ "",Cli-df-t, 11 c.~ • ~~~r \. ~ UQ~~ .- ~- • -~~ ~ - -., 
, r •• 1' f 'I sohoole ' In! luecc e (JT. t.lt. r::il.QS ena hee.r \.6 of 'tbe 

tt .. .r°'- .. ". 

tlCI!'lt" rs 'ttle old naMe of i-:illsoor C' \ a.s be'!'! r(.storE'd to the tCT-n . 

~.~ _r , cf ~nca Cit : Ok1kro~n , hrs contribu~ec SOMe rccol 1ect1o~S of 

da.: s fron ri,:; rCl"':lr}:&ble l".er.lO!'Y of conversat1ons l:ea.Td in the horr: eo of r~£ , 

• •• &,. Du!ll Il.F ' :S6 tl'.inks the fi rs t tea.cher ever in Hillsboro corununity 

~~. t~ e n.r.e of l:eene.n "~hO · tIl.Ubht mor e than c. h~mdred yeo.r s ago . This tat-che r 

d' e-J A vtiry lecu-ned l"'Ie.n i'r tJJ'I1 the f&.ct that he cculd read i.nd 'writ e .... "'!d h&d 

!:. t ' to ~r1't!.-,e !.e cos fnr c.s the rule of three . 

c: t'';;- "' ~r clt.r ml.s-Rev . John S. 31,l1.in , . a Presbyterie.n F~eapher , Il. i;;eacber, 

• • 

• 

• • • 

• 

, desc rib ed as e. l:.r:;e , leo.n, str onb t!'~,n , possessed of c. kindlj--

" 
_~ ~:e l ULT't . ~ E c.escr! r tion is sone.o;hc..t cor~tro.dictOTY, IlS he is sa.id to 

::s to •• "5 t~ e secor-Co ds.y of sc[,001 , 21 t r e third any , .. nd five or six 

:- .\;(~t . eel: . .n-. ter ti" .. :; ::.0 fcrtl.cr trouble \\fI, S experienced • .L. \....~ ti ie 

'. 

_I .e , . ;,;1' e c£ Dr . Dlain · .. I II.S e. l':iss i:f-cRooert's , sister of Arc!-,'ibsld , -
• 

r. ~" l.1:. rTe "T;!t'h tr.em, told Uc.t panth ers would so:netimes t , ,~n ,.ar 

. .. t! '-rl. nc tl-cl r :-1 y , ,Fr.s , l·ac.oberts . '''hOSE! f~tl-er r.o.s ~ndolFh • 

' .. .. I' ~e was l\'6 1 ~duec.ted 1 .. accc:. e:: t of Focahonbs . WAS tl: e r.ext teo. cLer . " 1 

• • n " t . .... u. fI:.t. \ ,ot. he used only unde~ eOl"'lpu15ion . lie ,':0..5 .. Thie.- Lnd 

, . .", . 

• • 
, 

. ! .r:. oot..suct~ bet1'.oen .. Whl& .. ad :t. Denoorc..t . in ,,:hich the Whil'" 
• ' 0 

IfC ~ht . l:r . l' ono"borh 'bee .. ,.,,, ISO dhcusted thllt he follo\\-ed 

.. r \. . ad .'" oo'''pl toly routed the Denoer .. \' th .. t he r:-... de it 

' A t. , .. t' . 

• I I r 

• 

• ,. 
.. 

" 

,.. t .. \,. lutru::-,\ntal 

• l ( t rat. , .. 0' r \·1t. 1 1n ! u 

I 
, 

, 

•• 



.,.. ,. c.o' n": j J .. T·l:' r.. .. I· (\~!(rS rof ".tet .. ~ c u:.t~·; tl.e ~ .. :rz:.es a.r.6 c·".e::"c 

-• , '+1« ;(,In.!) :: , -t;rrr , t':tJ O~:Err ('0: ..:t'e(.!'.o:-i(lT e ount'-'." the 
O:I\ •• I ~ "J 

11tht:lers , and Ruc!:mans J of Hit=;hl and CO\lD.~· , \"iTbinil! , 8.nd the Le'rlses 

county. Virginia. lie t.uCht throUbho~t t he ent~Te )~ar ~d 

hlF ('I f the nore a.ava.n ceci pUril5 , DClte:Ll:r . :.~v . 'lin . F . rrice and Rev . 

t 
... t \Jt>. S :.1:. c1'i:'!iC'!. tht.'t kb01.:.t e::.,)lt;; .,\.01 Hs ;d;.Tf. k~ I:'Al:.j' ... 5 aHe r-Jl!l 

Sr r inkel teug}--t in t h e hone of Colo!>el j c~eel , trC' first yenr ... f the 

Jorn ?urr,ess , tre fi:st MPn fro" t}li s cpmmuo.:i t y to be 
~-

trE !:orthern soldiers in their init5a.l Ttl. id t'h-ou~:. the c ou:ltry _ 

Frc. 'the fore&oine; interesting d~te.-it is e .. sy t o understll.!ld ,. hy so m&.!Iy noble 

'!;"c:- t j-y H-;e's we:re Molded in this fine institution of 16a.rnin~ . Ti.e lives of D- . 

St-.:ltin~ nnd far;ily deserve' s peclul n:ention . They v' ere natives of no l lt.,nd , 

~a E-scs:Fe rel : ~i0ll:s .persec.ution , b r aved the pe rils of the deep on the ruee 
-

: , ,!'t ~: -.; ' li t dt..y £. :1a. cs t.e to d":e11 e.noq; us ".-hen the country was in its infa.nc>: . 

~.~' r e:re ~~lUAb1e &dd i tionB_ to the 500i&1 life o~ the community and through their 
, -
good b ' tr;1:s 'lllnd of ' th~ir adoption . ~r . Cornel ius 

;: '---. ~ .. (. Ie. .... , ... rc .. • 

~C . 7. t". fl rct r e!"r".tment ,:;e>t"tl er i :1 tee 'wi ld-erness of trs TIill sbc.ro 

c.e- .,. ':' .0f' ~ , c" ,.e1 . cf Fre""e:-1ck Connt!' , '!il"Cinio. . He \" ,"S of ... pugilistic 
- , 

, 8; 0- • ~ 'n ~N; fee T that , he ha.d 31-.in hi :. ants-conist , flod fro!!' hi s D&th~e 

."" . • ..... ., .. t t1t'vo ?tho f'o110\H,d the ,trend of tho All e .. h tonies . "t u A.J. eT Sre!'ldict 

• 
• 

• •• 
:. c.r. 11 

• • 

• 

11"""& 04 ..:1 t). t..l.o 

) .. e r: 'rt.Ld nto tlil secti on of tl e cour .. try .. nd wa.s , 
rortilo ) .. n~ . fino t1 r.bor .. ud t he cenera.l outlook\ 

h,e-*- •• fill . • ., " a.,t )da tent c,n t1 1~ Ci~utlc dore 'betv.oe:l. where 

l 
. 

l 'I;hfT' '- 01.., • • • • • cl .. ,1 I err ~ d t': I (I CI • 1" I,ttl' e oar,f! ir 

.. r • •• o <. \lJ".'" l.t. tVht ,. trl- v.ere ht'ard o!ral$ng tl t'; car-.p 



t. ~ ....... ~. . .. 

• t(l"'::.! ;:e cchelc! , by the liGht of t he camJ:'l fire , the fiery eyes of _ & pa!lth~r . 
• •• 

.j ... in r.:ett in ~, 'rid of t he un\o.·elc oIi. t visitor. 
l(l&t;'lc .. r~ '" u . , 

loay "., ile out huntinG for venison .. nd fish he met ~ha.rlcs and Jacob 

i;t:nnison, ~t.iV6S of h is horne land , who proved ancels in disr;ulse in b riDt:inf'; to 

tre C1e.d t.idi n&s that t l'-e ma.n he thpu!;ht he ha.d killed ht!d r f;:c over~d .. nd '\':a s in 
, 

It:$.Cin3.tion ff\ils to conve~r the t r eat r e lief and f;!":-titude/t hat .filled 

. ' 
~.':'s t e:".rt to !:nO,'" he , ';1\$ not!:. murderer, of which hi s i'utur e life E;av e convincinf; 

ftr-ee:tce . Ee invited t h e i..enn iso!'ls ~o sl~e.r·e hi s canr ».nel c.ideo ti,em in selectinG a 

h'"o.~e site o.li .. o.illinb 115.s "t r c..ct. About td.6 tiL,e ,;oiw l .. c.;eol Dust nave b1.lilt hiILs elf ., , 
k c"e€l r eside.!ce , near [ .. 'tic i_ t.h~ rec.r of the l.c.. ttbev: .. lohn v,oilf.,.6rful s prinG 

i ::. ;::-.a-; loc:llity . The:se th r ee · me!l so~n r e t urned t o the lev Er v:...ll(,.~; oE Virgini"' _ 

h'c:'" - !" 't -;-: ti':. them ;" Tlelch Bible now in t he posses6ion of Joseph S . l.:c lleel , son of 

10' ... ~ _: " ... ,;:.: _'1 ,, __ .. 
• 

"7. La.t:b ].1c1:eel .-' ., . --
• .: ::!-cpr. :~:ecl is t!-6 ~n who offered , f :t..ee Qf c horbe . marble or gr anit ' to build 

• 

-::r l'" ~e"r ~t .. tF~ai'itc.l . This stone exists in great nbundance wi'bhi'n our beautiful hills , . 

'::.&~ c .. :c-. :llS= CW'" rO'U."ltr.ins and thll.t shelter' oUr v &.ll:ey on the We~t . 
, 

I t has beec e. 
, 

• ~r [T~~t d1a ~ppoint~ent to many to have such a gener ous offer ~ ejected 

J,~ !! !t t.ad been Il.ccepte d ,;ould have filled t he heart of 'every citizen with 8. j'.:st 

L C!T!O prld~ • 
. 

JOr.D; t'lc.:; •• l ., •• '0 d.o~ly 1:r.rr&fl6£cl. witt SE::!,H or YOu ' s providentia l care 

..... 1 vat ... l f" . '_;,.1'. t. t '" ~ 't.l- .I .;.11 ........ I,.rc; . fo)L '-.1. hjl t .. se o.r ... l't ! .. "' r 

, ~ , ,,\ t I'I~.... ..., ~ .. J. '" t • . 

• t c\ 1"1; tur" . 0 ... ~If (' • 

• • , • 1 ',d ' ..... I • ,.,. ('r,.", 

• • f 

... , t-r ct .oS'r U.,n'· . 



• ... , ... .... ':" 

..... i =('.~ Ie ('orf.; to t~,e northern section o!' t !f.; ··UlsterC' COT>t''!''"l:.ty 'rfhich is 

::-:.:t , t C:.C:" ! :'1:; little industrial villl.ge i ncluci:l& '~ithin its proper l1a'.1ta , 
t !::-:-t , t bl t. cks"'1itr. s hop , "b.',I D flotp" r.:ills and three hCI!."es . !J.:ly more homes are 

~:c~~ .. ; built 00 the hi lls nnd nestling in t he cO-/es and 01e:15. , Tourists e.xcl.lm 
I 

.' e - .! ' (.stic sweet) of t}\e hi lls E...'1d t he:ir ;:rpceful CO!ltour 
' - I - as the)' converge 

, • 

• _ . • ..... ~ - L',L .... 1 ",1-. ' .••• -. ... ".· •• r e -.oused " .d t c·t l.!llor r : r -.. ~ .. ~~ ='.;,,!- '"'" ....... ~ r. 

1 · . ... ... ·'s corr.rJun itJ· • are t n t! l..c l~ ef;:;ls, b~t.;'as , l,..lar1:S, LOrrhOD8, ',,:-.0 1 ve 10. ... . -- . 
:.::P~ ; n P..fe j 5 1 Ri lls , !.:o.oT-6S, Clutters , . . ~uldriute5, F.~ r per s , ' Y.enni SO!).S . trades., , -. 

··~:'r r ~ '1 6 ~·cCcvS S,:trs ', ,c CCK eys, 
t " t - .1-

. . 
Rucbit.ns', ~'c l fugh liDs and oth.ers. 

... '- ' "' rt lc1e · t)'. e writer, !s b-ret"tly indebted t c Dr_ ,'· WlI"e f. ~ -T~rr r~·~on ~f ~ ~ ~ s .-
, . 

I"~:" . e.' :(calcntct:; , L ••• ·.st Virl""ini&. . 30r Ber i;e.rJ"a.re. r.s well Co&' to-... oun",:; . co ., . • • 
• ' . 

, 
• 

, 
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• OTHER EARLY SETTLERS . 

, Other early settlers in Pocahontas County were Thomas Drenn1n, 
W11~~L~ Sharp, Robert Moore , John Johnson, Thomas Johnson, Robert Gay, 
.1~~inm Poase Pa trick Slaterly, Robert Duffle, Thomas Brock, Lawrence 
Drennin and J~hn Sm1t!>, who settled ln what ls now Edray Dlstrlcjl . 

James Lewis, Alexander Waddell, James Brlnnell, John Swlt ::er, 
R1~ard H111 , Wl11lam Clendenen, Abraham McNeel, Nat hanlel ~ennlson, 
Will i am Kennison , Davld 'Kennlson, Joslah Beard, Thomas Bear~ a nd John 
Beard , who settled In what ls now Littl e Levels Dl s trlct • 

. In Greenbank D1strlct the earliest 'settlements were made Just 
prlor to the Revolut10'nary War and t he fam1ly n ame of Some of the 
settlers who oTmeli la'1d ln the Gre enbank Dlstrlct between the years 
1'170 and 1799 , v/ere Gillispie, Given, McKeamys , Tallman, Townsend, 
U.oore, Rucker, Hartman, Ingram; Jarvis, Warwick, Dtmcan , Sloan, McCartee, 
Ca.rtcUl, Taylor, Conra.d , KeI!1ey, Coberly J Nott ingham , Rumbaugh, C.ovelaugh, 
1bmson , Griff in, Wooddell. t Lamb, Trimble, Kerr, Patton, Gal llgher, Galford , 
F..1S6l-ns , .Kin caid, Donovan, Mackley , A!'IIl s trong, -Dyeard, Taber, Ts'ckett 
S:J.ttcn ami others - not mentioned in lilie r ecords. Many of these names have 
clsappc~ed f rom the citizeriship of the county, yet there re~ains the 
78) J pans J Warwlcks , Tay:!:ors, Con:rads, No ttlnghams, Wooddell s Kerrs 
Ga.ll'orOs, and Suttons I Bubstan'tial c itizens of the county . ' , , 

These pioneers, r egardless of where' they setti~d' had to live in a 
v erj siJ:.ple and r ough way. Their. h ouses were built with l ogs hewn and 
weI notched dovm , covered With ' clap boards held on by ~weight poles no 
na.11e were used ir: putt ing on the roof as all nails at that time we;'e 
~e 1n ~laCksm1th shops east of the Alleghen l e s and the demand So great 
hat tnes wer e not obtainable ,west of .the mountains . The floors were made 

or puncheons ; that 1s logs split in slabs and dressed smoothe ' with _ 
Frequen ly big slabs were u sed fo r tabl e s and t h ree l egg ed at Is fan a a z. 
chalra and petts in the walls f or wardrobes and ·the sld 1100 or 

, rth 1 # th ,e Wa s were full 
0, po 0 e s ~or e purpose of defense agai nst th e Ind ians. Eve 
poI.e •• ed a shop made r1fle. which was conSidered the mos t val bryl how de 

le'fu.l &rt.lcle about the home. ua e an , 

The drel. at men conSisted of a l' 
fr~ne'4 hun~lns ablrt. Only the s 1 ur cap, moc caSins, pa nts and a 
r:. _ .Ol:.e'n work d hard tram morn1ng ~~~~~t ~~~~ of 11ving we re possibl e . 
\.0 ~ . no houri wer opent in 1dlen B . n t>u. and the men had many th i ngs 
erGp, \.0 be railed Bnd ba.rveet d S e B. t th~re VJere lands to be ol eared . 
dr a ~G. Tblrl 1. r aeon to belie ameh 0 e killed nnd the hides to ~ 
• con\. n d AI\(I bappy poople The va, OWOver, thnt these ploneel"s Were 

114 nrlaMl0.11y and wor 11 n ' 1Sh~r~·re llll ~n Qual fOoting , soc1ally 
8 ... 14. t.. ' Y I holp 1 ul people t.OY1nrds en ob. other 

.. I .... rd.hlp. ot 'the l ' . 
1~ at M·e I ary ~o ko P n 0 o.r y Oettler. 1n •• tab11t\h1ng the1r 
b ••• 0.11 an. or "oton. ro~~t~nt lOOkout tor hoot1le I ndi ans 

o or ~y an ., 001trul ill n on. of a Budden nttnok . The 
" r. r.'O. 4,." or lind 4 ilL only tho 010. at wnt~uln.ss 
- ~" • II •• 10k 'or~ , w::th

, In Gr. nbank Distriot Il tort 
• u. or " &U,n '0 t.h~t.'Ul~ 'boy_ were tnlc. n to thi s :fort 

~J' ,lr 1
bo ... - r a L'aok., y ~ttd b pre pared to derend 

of • ~ ... \. i. " taot n v rt.h~lo •• t~ t.h . r .18 no reoorded 
~""""" .......... ~~~:!n~.~~n~tl Lh. T_ . • ~.at ~he AP'u ~ 



Gl'eenbank District probably took the lelld in industrial advance-
• The n,..t Tub L!1ll Ilnd Saw Mill in the GreenooI'j{ Co mmunity was owned 

:nn ~pera t. ed by the p10neer Wooddel1s; probably J oseph Wooddell , the Rev
olut.ionary War vet eran , who oettled on the lands of Abraham Ingram and 
Tho~as Cart mill . Cartmill conveyed his land to Abraham In&ram on June 10th 
l796 1 and IngrD.Il conveyed to Wooddell about 1800 . Ingram may have developed 
the water power for this mill. The lumber that finished the old Colonial 
i:anel on house of Jacob Warnick I s at Clover -Lick wae sawed on this- mill -
and rons furnished by Mr . Wooddell about 1 20 years ago . A Tilt Hammer was 
i ns t alled at this mill vlhich was Jlre.!'tly needed by the pioneers in making 



---

-
GO\~ lrn!:lcn t. s.::'Ucl G. Sm1th . rocahontE.s OO . 1f 1,. . 

th .•• th t 1· ti i -.. h eritone e +'B Y ,..",,. '. nn doer pro l"ILlC .. 8 . a c.r € 60 d no .. coun ng " c;..>" • .A .. . 
en d others IIh i eh help to """k~ up thE re;-enuc T;1th wh ich to operate 

~oth local oounty and state and federal govErnment. , 

In!' orlTA t1an. Oourt Records . Uarlinton . W. Va • 

• 



.. --------------------~~~~m1th~E~,'·,'O".'" ."· ·- · t samuel O. Smi 
Oount7 OOV (rnrn m . 

oourt of 1859 th EY ordered 

At tbeJunemccting 
of the County 

I&ni ston,Jaro€s 
B card, G ECru e 

Kellison and J es sey Oochran to aot 

, 

t o viEW & site for a 
•• a commission 

road f rom the old Beard mill on 

wi th th e road 1m. ding up 

locust SpiO b lCn with int ers ection 
Oreek to ' 

• It was at this 
L1tt le CrEEk 

and th me e to the Gr emb ri er county lin:e 

• .,me meet ing of t h e 
court that th e county 1 evy was layed amount iug to 

$2 , 772. g0 
. t ' 1 116 glj. waR to g o to meet the need/l of end of tnis a moun VI ' • 

t h e poor . 

No d.oubt the first Nota r y Public to serve Pocahontas County was 

nont' other than 7alliam Skem as he was commissioned by the Governor of 

! r g 1nia Jenua ry . I.IS60 to sErve as a notary for Bath ,Alleghmy end POC-

Mont ... unt ies end from tbat t i me ta the presmt we have had men comm-

.. loned a. Notary. for the Connty end state.It was at this same time th-

at 1 l1am CUr ry was commiss i oned a title as special commissioner to settle 

... a4 u.t aU a ccounts that cam€ befo re th e oourt . At the !.!e.y t er'" of 

e • 1 _. 4. 4 o4vi nab l e to tak e a po ll of th e county to s e e whE>-

• ~r or no h oourt abould, buy a f a.rm to b us ed 1n ca ring for th e poor J 

• 0 II tll~m h laut at Way.la60 . Wi llia m Sk m wa. ohosm as 

'.0 'T for ot hi0 oou..nt y !O l.' n. t ('r ill of 4 'l{ rs B art1.n& 

O • l It'f'tI,l ,Ii 8h (rit! ot h oO\J.nty for R t roo y (ar 
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County Qov (rnmm t . B.O. S. pocahontas 
County.Page ,; 11--

hie 
1 t rd corullli ssidEputi rs .JamfS r.~OT' \7llS e fC 

on(f of tbt: 
Ii f pocahontas County for a t ~rm of two Y mrs starting 

rfVinue 0 

r uary 1 . IS61. 

Th e county 
l evy of 1$60 m<S $ 2,ljg5 . 61 to be oollect ed from 1152 

ith.:o lES an d the following July term the court Jayed the levy for 1861 

r;!l ic!l amount ed to $ 2, 458 . 515 from n 43 tithables. 

It \7e.s on !.larch 1661 that a comllli tt e composing of John McN eel, John 

7 .:tJ.ckaLn and rim. C Ki nnison 'I"1ere appoint ed. to v im a ~ay for a road from 

. 
the ?heobe !.IcN e111 lllill on Swago Creek up the mountain to Lavid Burgeesee 

b] \rei of Spruc e Flats thence to Bmver !lUn on 11i111am8 River and today 

tb1s old road 1s Visible but not in use,this road was on what is known as 

tb. young lJoWlte.in but 11as r Eplac ed 1n lat er y m r s by a road up n ear Camp 

eocrt't Hollow and cn tc Williams River. 

At the F mary term IS62 the Justices of the county were summoned 

t.)' b court to app",r before that body pertaini ng to the matter of!! get t _ 

hom th ... It worka loe .. t eel in Smyth Count y Virginia , knO\7n a 8 th e 

,. 
r't II\Ict~ OQq.t.ny . Al1", O. llurner l"Ia. ohoom to act /l.S ag ent for the 

th oO\ln~y ooul<! ooly get h r Quota. which I":a8 d1otr1but ed EQual_ 

tho lnt.ablt 
t. ot P~o"hontll. Oounty . ShOl. t 1y att th1s ,n obta1 -

hln ~on It l'Ior·o 11 th1 1 "" 0 8 t 'lao put out by th e 
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th (1r famil1 cs . So .11 th e salt us fd on th e 17 est ern nat ers cam e from 0 1-

~ Virginia , hav ing to be brought g r .... t distances oft m by pack horse and in 

later y .... rs by "agons that made trips to the "'stern side for ' supplies twice 

yearly in the Spring and in t h e Fall,this made salt very high but was very 

es6 mt ial t o th e inhabitants of what is no,,", pocahontas oounty as th er e was 

no la". on game of any kind and their principal meat SUpply came from the 

)£er ,3mr , tiild Hogs ,Turk€yB and other wild game that roamed this vast wild-

=es. during the firsjl hali of the I S th c Entury,this meat had to be preser_ 

vEd b y sa1t,b esi des l.'hat l'7as llSro in salting t h e domest ic aniU'a1s of th e 

?lon E UB of thi s county . So i t is plain to be s em that th e County Court at 

that t l me ba.d a very diff l cu lt t k as · administering th ese alloted products,and 

t 'lf8.B about this t 1m e that an ag mt was ohoe en by th e court to obtai n m €d.1 c 

le e trait old. Virg inia for the 'nh b' " 1. .a . l. ... ant s of tb e \7hat i s now Pocahontas Co un_ 

~y,.c .. U 1N;>ll 11 (8 had to b. pass ed on by t he Gov ernor of Vlrg i nia,that is the 

It, d1c1n and. oth(r s oods that had to be processed in di ff er mt parts of 

nd • t out to her mnny loca.11tl"'" 
-.;g \'?'1thln her borders. 

!t WI. no l1tt.l{ took for three b mtlanm to adnin i ster to su h a 

•• , ' efr' o-r1 •• iOtn.hc"nt,&l.1 l'Mt.. ... .. .,. t.h1:rd 1n ar { of oQuu'c m1lE. r:ith 942 , 6r 

• ,4 t.y only '"dol h d Or r b ri r ·Po nhontao havin~ " 00 '1' r.'.9.&ls t Er_ 

.t rict . \ pr loot. 1 , 1, 1n th 2 nu . C n ~ r fO*10nal nO t L.OL!: r l ct , 



eou:;ty ./loT- I 

J; tll Smdonal .-doII 
,ervinll tU. --' t.no --
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... !IJ2) lt a t tJa COI& , I .t ,. 
tt ic c • f • t U 

It oaid that .. . ~ ,,' • , • • • 
min that 

". t 
, _ ... 1 W, .. " • 

rrnmmt , a pro. I!I' - ., .. .. •• 
enact J • I. • •• • 

bood county .,., \ . 
Infor H ... r •• • • ..... ,y •• 
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e nil'; this is .particular ly true in Pocanontus us at the tl. n: e of tJe 

' " ,,,,at!cn of a n€l1 county in 1$2I th,; te.xes collected by Vi rginia of 

.hleh tie were a part "ere a mer e trifle but the population in this se~ 

Hon at thE.t time received very little consideration in any way,but e!-

l ex ?ocahont as was formed. and our county government was in the midst of 

its' people right away ue began to grow more taxes were collected from 

, eaT t o year , wh ich was spent uisely . on necessary improvements a.,.Yld tOday 

?oClU'lontas CoUl,ty t h e third largest county in the s t ate in area has adV -

Enced greatly'oy df;.velo pi ng her resources c l eaTed ou.r level fert ile sect_ 

ions that t OdaY 0. redloe our vaot numb.· ·s of 1 " ~ lv estock and grain that in 

turn r:a.k.e up our p roperty for t~tion that t h e county is operat Ed on. 

Pocahontas County has a. very eff ecient countJ government 

tor her people by¥ h er people ann for her ..... peop le. 

Infor!!"aticn . County Records . ~rlin"'on ... V 
1 ·

1o
• • •• • a . 

Jay &.lCk ley :Buck e.y e -, V • I f. a. 

:I .Va . Blue Books 39-40. 



\'IIlDt Virginia I"tritors I Projoct 

.' RESEARCH IDENTIFICATI ON REPORT 

Subjeot COl'n t:r Gov ern m rot 

Roscn r oh 1701"1.."O r Sarnu e l G. 8m! vh 

Typist 6!Im\le1 G. Smith 

Soureo ~c~oun~t~YL-~C02u~r£t~Q~r£\ld~er~B~o~o~k~-
If 5 uarlinton. W.Va. 

nat. II/1/ 41 

Dcte Rosecreh Taken 10 / 27 , zg. 29.30 / 41 

nato Twod _1~1~/~I~/~4~1 ______________ __ 



l w-".t Virgin1n r:rltors' Pro.1ont: 

O.
Omitb.H111 • ."oro . .. . v • • ?Oc8hontas Co . ,; 2 

Qoyt:rn 1u t."Tl t. S t>. !lu<.1 oJ 

h 
four cou.",tv reeds ha.vE b (En bu-

or pc.}' of f thESE: b ondB, l'IUC 0 . 

i S8Uinu b onda • 

':'h l' gasO lin e tax 

, 
a'~1vedfrom the sa l e of auto""b i

1e 
and the money o. 

li c ense have lifted a grret burden from the county governments shou lders 

to" ",Call ' of r&ising revenue to bui l d and rw. intain our cla.ss (A) roads 

.... i h. 0'.1: sEcon dt..r y or c lass (B) roa dS \: f.re. l~ept up by county taxes unti l 

:,:;2 .. hen th e state took OVEr all roadS in the state,a1l machinery and 

8.t~:;>I:.C;1t that tre.a ormed by by the cOWlti€s throl.lbhout the state. pocahon-

:e.6 County has approximt ely 1,5 00 passmg er cars,35 0 trucks and 1 0 mtor-

CjC £.6 that tn..v el tb e roa dS t hl'Oughout the county that they themse lves 

_, to build and rre.int a in by Gasoline tax an d license. 

:Intil eoout 1933 an d 34 Ir2.D. y sections of the county "If;E:re wi thout 

~!II ·out elncc t hat time tb e , .. P A . . . . sn d th e C. C .C have bui l t roa dS unti l 

t • • . . w ... entire COU.Tlty I.'i th -i':-ta t t1mtl there are very fea sEction s i n +h" 

: :0 rktt :rond end roads have beEn built b)' t he C.C. C i nto "!;he 

lnOIla 0 cion. ,Ib trt ,;lld lif e is plent i fu l and p l Enty of roo:n 

roC".do th t Yi find our stl.'t-e 

, • Iltt>n r.M eh 11 00 1 ,,'t l'V l'n t. in POOMontflB . 1th the cor.l1n'-

t. , to n.n to dCol1n 

on r t bor n v 1 ..,1. ar I ld,om s een on 

• 



. 
GOvcrnmcn t.S",rrJ(l G. S"..1th .l-:11lsboro" . • V .. . Fo ca!lOntao co . if 3· 

L Z:; Etr1ot Road fund end 1n this I:8i' if a c <rta1n district \7ant -

td to build so:ne extra road over and above thEir allot:nent from both 

t hE ;;mErnl oOl.\!lty fund and ."ha t they might have nva1lab l e 1n th eir 

distr1ct read illnp.,they cou l d issue bondS to be retired by ext r a tax-

a tion on th is particular district . ( ( Repo rt next tl eek "'ill d<a l 17ith 

til e bond issues of pocahontas Count y from time to time. »»» »»»») 
10 1926 >";hen A. C Earle" "as e l ected to the County court rep-

c 1n& 1. .3 i, illie. ma the court bad thrEE De.mc r atlc members which is 

!ho _ht by nany c i t iz en s in the county to b e , unsafe a s i t is thought 

t4t the cinority party should have reprEsent a tion on the COlJ.I't pho in 

= rE rEs ent the populat ion of the county. In I9°· ···1111 ,,- k l co h a m ,w • .!:iUC €.y 

o!E.UCke;- E ran for state senator carriea· the county b . y a bOo d majo r i ty 

.. a11£4to carr y t he oth er countJ.·€S 1n·· !.onis senatoria l district. I n 

• ..,e y""-r C!' .Gcorc e F . Hull of Durb 1n \:as e l ected to the !louse of 

~ •• • 1 .. 192& R. N 1 otti ngham "a. el ect Ed Assessor \";1 th J. R Gum , 

no. Lee Irvin e e.G h1. d . cput1 es . S . Re1 d l!oore r.a s 

fTttf on \ • RtpUb llccn tiok t \: 1t.~ R. O Oro\';- l cy ,R. L!. Er uffE>y 

. r 11<.\ "It bi. I uU • . 

1 o~ cI 811 rUt on th R • ut 110sn t1c_ . , 
:.00 .. ~ d h d . Th< lit< A. P 1 r TPS CI t-



.,t:I~ 0 A ';leon "ho had tilled thiB position f Ol' 12 ycars pri or to tl:. 

U.' . r'" !Coo lS)' Kincade \'laB sucoessful for county Clcrk over E.C Smith 

:h< " • u'\) li cnn cnndl.date.R.N ~!o~tinche.m r. ... elected AssEoeor ' over Edd 

: t. ·or d .?. : Eror:n , "!I e (:. lectcd C~u.'1.ty Surveyor over John T.N(.leon,l'ii th 

... . 1. ~aI}l b e-!.ne elEcted. ovEr A. C Fif Er for Count 7/ Court membEr fo r Ed-

ny :j. s trict ,An ci to the HouSE. of D€ l Ef,a'tE's 1ihe late F .R !-i1
11 

was Electt:d 

:; (r S. J ite. rc dE . !n !93 4 the cit izens of tht county votEd on an a mencim-

.' J .. ",~ r.: e. . e ( ::.~ ';.ha~ ~~ ... 1 h e. a. had !'.'!Uch eri tlcism en d co mment u~. unt'_ l tha+ .... th 

~ ......... e.J.. ter much talk pro and con :.'e.:1!1ce.t1on of the Prohib ition D m'~n"rn ent ' 

l".e.B e d an d t7h en thr votes WEre counted it l7P~ S found that -:1:.< El~tll)n h 1 

.. .. l -:ote 8tood fo r l'atifica tion ; 9S8 pnd c.ge.1nAt ratifica tion 29 L6 · 

. r .. a .. cr Shef -In : 9; 6 R. t t;ott1ncha,m t7ae cleot[>d Sher'ff ove .. 1+ 

'0 tin ~.'. oncn t oy a vote of 39 02 t o 3 CP.6 '·ottin'·h h .., ,. I,.. .em c osE pg 

I.! ... 11110n o Of! lc C DC"pu ty ,F 1', nlt' ~~.;ll!u· h l i n J na l :.Jh !.:"oor e: 

, o. t4"y r n Jr.llor .for rl'o,,~cut1nL LttoTn,:-y Ri her d 

o fl ' I ( ~ l~ . or ADS (\80r "" C ' . . .. '" c.rd QCr:. i:·7 ... 

( our t c'" l { t(D Jun t ... 1 t ( U:I'I- I I t .... , S . J 

h .. rct. .,J4. :l1. I.I , . . .. ll' ''h-l l ... 1M • c . ~7:?I 



j= "-(:.6 C1C.CtEd to the County Court 

,,, hiS REpub lic!..n Op::>on Ult 'oy e. \"O~ c of 2? 29 to 2IID,JunE !.CcLl.: t£ ual! 

, 
:(.rlrc~cd ~o the House Of j)€ l e-,;e.tes f rom Foce.hontas over h is Repub lican 

,;>.>oncnt or .
L

•a J!c cutchcon 21\13 to 2lt26. I:ooclY Unced€ ua,s elected County • 

crk ovEr lL crritt 1:(111son by a vote of 3 lt26 to 177I, hich~.rd McNee l of 

:.i lboint fiavin;; been appointed by the court to f ill out the unexpired 

~E:'O. of Kerth Nottingham resiQled c lErk of The Circuit Oourt fa.il£d to run 

:or th E next term o ut Gra dY K. ~oore 'wa s elected o-~- €.r D· C Acil-:ison 'by 8. vote 

of 2-98 to 233 0• 

h'oout 191 C to 15 after all the virGin t i mb t!' had b cc-n cut on our 

ti::ioere ' areas num~rous fo rest f irEs b rol:e out burning ovex thousandS 

0: ~C r E:8 of this cut over l an d fa.r bac}{ in the nnunta ins th e s mor:E being 80 

...;,tosE it H aB cro1f."ded in by 10 h . ~1 umldi ty to o ur ' tO \7n s ill and v ag€:s unti l it 

'lla1b111ty to b e very ;>oor and for many mi les away th e ~roma of bur-

r.!~~ l(c'VCB -- UP ~u;. Bt1f linr.:: , th€s€ firEs had t<? be put out at the e:x~enB€ 

out this ti mE thousa.ndS of dolle.rs ~: the county BO \." ere ?e.1 d out by our 

c.o"",'f\~y c.o\Jrt to IT.en of the county for f 1Lht inG f1rE',th is \'.'aB a ll don E: by 

f!rf jO" lhO \ tnt u'oout over the county r, rn1ng men out to f i e;h t f irEs 

11' llu$l f rv101on fir tht..t of th <1-... f'os1e ant o . 

lrJor 1~n . Cou.nty 

. v, .Blu. 
OCIurt ~toor ho .. 19)-2 to "0 ... " rl1nton .Y .. a . 
BOOk. to .. 1935 to 39 . 
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....... neny 

. V F cbhontas Co . 1! I. 
h Ii l' llebo ro . " e a . a 

1 G. smit • 
Gov crn:.1L"1 t . Se r...l. (.. 

1 that sett le d 
ThC!1rSt nett crS 

O
n the ,,· cstt.rn s l cit' of the 

Lount ins t oo k up lar!; e tracts 
of land. especia lly along the 

Grfenbri £r River and oth €X \7at er 
in "hat lat er bees.me pocehon

courses 

tas ounty.Thei r 
1,' ttle but at that time monty in any 

taxes wer e very 

these settlers a nd lart;e land or:ners was 
eCO'.ll1t ,e.G har ci to raise. OnE of 

h had 17. 000 acres of lan. d :;, .tween L:ar lin
ohn B. 2Uck1cys branGfather tT 0 

':0:1 and \'io1et laying on both- sidES of the Greenbrier taking in the Bu-

, 
ck1ey lLounteins fo r iihieh thi 8 chain of mountains ,',-as named, on th is large 

~rect ~he late John Buckley the pioneer pe.id 0.75 0:1 this entire tract 

~o= O:le ,enx,th e tax EG r; ere payab le at Ste:.mton V!rg!nla,thu8 this l one; 

:r!~ to pe.y ~h£lr te..xes so 'y ou can eaSily see'ihy a nett county Tias IOX!IlCd 

Uld. our count y government broUf;ht clos er home t o the inhabitants of the 

"';or' ;x>rtlon of the Greenbrier Va ley . Eac?: about that time some of the 

[' U.I01\e o::nC.d 350 acres near ViolEt en~ the onnex said he ,";ou l d hE'.ve 

of' rt of hie land OE;CE'Use he could not pay the taxes .17hiob \I €"_ 

• 1 0 ·75 10r the tire tra.ot ,all of flh10h \':IiS pai d El t Staunton . ir_ 

.. ca ,- " . ~. rdo to t 'U1d th trip to Ot r u.-: ton T:e.s l ong and t!r-

• .f o~ ~hl. t 
" mor 1 do to th !or".{\tlol1 of Po l\hontl'-G Oounty 1:1 E O: t. t In v try 11 1 it y b 1tl Irom th t&.."" B t~Cj' 

7 of 00 
.y , but " do 



a l 

~ .. o.ov ( rnrr .. " .. • ... 

--------
ah ta.s OO. {f 2 . 

muc.l G. Smith . Hi llebo ro. i7 .Va.Poc on 

S
cotion r:oulci have ac!ve.nced as 

end it i6 \"ory doubtful if this 

i1' it had not formEd a 
6, 

ltb1 its' seperct e county functioning w ,n 

10 C '-ssed as an adVanced €&lcation-
pocahontas is and has ng ...,. 

t Hi h Schoo Is a s it would be t er -
count y hav i ng had one of the f irs g 

z::e tO daY ~h€ Old Acadeny at Hi llsboro and one at Greenbank serving the 

both the upper and 10Yler end of the county until tOday ?oca-
. -

!lo::tas County has 3 accredited High Schools "ith 2g teachers,these High 

Schools a re The Little Levels District High lo<ated at Hillsboro,Edray 

:ls:rict Sigh at Earlinton and Greenbank High School at Greenba.r..k,oesid€S 

0': < ~O eler;cntary schoo ls of th ·€se II are Graded Schools \'lith mo re than 

Or:E roOel end tn xXh.1£xg.r.l,llz]5i \ie fin d 6 colored 6r NEg ro schools scatter ed 

, 

• OOlt O"'ET th e county whtre our colo:1l'Ed population is the g reatest . ThEse 

o oo, • .,,,lB (='Pl~y I)£ t Ql.chfrs 2,8 employed by th e Hi gh Schools while the 

1" t::.Olf' IJt to! r l c:r~ lo}'(.d fo r our e l ementary e choo lSJth is is 1£98 

•• t cb (ro tha.n r.a.s us E'd in th e ooun ty up un ti 1 abou t 1933 

• Con 0 1 t10n J I • D.ttc..d. ,ljO VI h d nl'Ound 6 0 schoo ls up unti l that 

a • • • , loy boll 160 ~ l oh ro , 

'" t1 bout 1,)) 1 ~ tOOk out hnlt' ot h tnx s 0011 ot d 10 
t ty to n OUr D 001 c\ ,.y OUr ~ .oh ro I't.S th nte. t e 



Government .S.G.S. pocail~ntas County.pe.ge 3· 

very small up until ·'hat time but since that time the state has 

• 
ributed greatly in o'~r school system and revinue as in 1939 the 

t d 
~ 175 511 00 and in 19"~ the stat e sen.t to this Co-

.tate contribu e ~ , • 'tV 

unty C IEI,SIO. DO and the fo llOl'1ing is the amount spent by pocahontas 

County in that year current taxes collected $ 62, 6 II.00 state aid $ 161, 

8IO . CO other receipts $ II,5M . 00 total receipts all fundS $ 236 , 009 .
00 

S!lEnt in pocehontas County for schoo l purpos es all this mon ey was raised 

by . taxation of some sort ~ither by OUX county levy or by taxes collected 

by the state in Pocehontas County and returnEd to the county in the form 

cf State Aid to our school system,the state aid is determined by the am.-

Qunt of taxes that the state collects within our bor ders mo stly by ·the 

COnsumers Sa les tax but oth ers are 11 t 1 co ec ed a sO and a perc ent return ed 

to th e county . 

Under our old tax t sys em our County Oourt cou l d raise nhat ever 

t.=a..L."lt that th eir eat1nate cal led fo r but after t h e passag e of the tax 

:'i r.1ttlt1cm A= end,nen t t h'''" - -3 l'1ere not a"ble t do t ·0 h is so other SOUrces af 

toad to b C8 a"o11ohed to meet this shor tas e or Mon rq so if i't 1-e.S 

no," f or our ato.t 111 d I" wou l d hc.ve rhol'tel' terms of sahoo l and our 0-..01-1 
..... 1 .. 1'e 

• ~10 1 'yat . O\Irt 11 d,. 

coll at d OhOr11 th 
d \1ct\.lth of My coun ty ox 



Vir,inia Writers 1 

-
Gov£rnmcnt.samutl 

G. sm th .Hi 11sbo ro .'/: . Va .Pocahontas 

Th£ county 

cut out of 

waB first s£.ttle6. nfre Itfre 
roadS wb en thE county 

thE Indie.ns,r.hEn the first 
our \'"est v.' ildernes B by 

11 h th ey b egan to cut out 
wh1te settlers 

came from beyond the & eg enys 

th es e In dian 
trails that in the years that fo,llorred bEcame our main 

the two' ro .. ~<> of note were the staunton and Pa.rkersburg 
highways , but UP 

Turnpike coming from aCl'OSs the Allegheny Mountains and The Mar lins 

Bottom Lwisburg Turnpike,these two roadS lEd to supply lines, and 

Railroad cent ers outside our borders,and the revenue of the county ','!e-

nt to k eep up these t "iO roads as thEy were the main ones used to g et 

supplies in from Staunton,Mil1boro on the East and to the Greenbrier and 

Qr£ater Kana-wah Va lleys on the South .These roa ds were plain dirt roads 
I 

W!li ch becamE; alIlOst impassib le in the fall and winter m:mths ,a greater 

part of thes e !:'ain roads were kE:;lt up for years from toll c(j.l l ect Ed at 

various to ll bat ES a lonE; these nain highl:rays, but th Ese Yfere gradua lly 

~(. ntJay wi th and taxation k ept them in rE:;air.Along about 1900 the 

11 'ut caoo.m l'oado wer e built taking t h e :plac e of thE dirt roads that 

.. (rt. eo numtrouB th rO\1<"'hout th 
"" e county .The coming of th e hard roa ds meant 

tnerta..Cod. tDXlLtion Md rr.e.ny timeo a certain di otr1ot r,'1th in t he COU1"l ty 

c la cull t;c,ndD in ord. r to l'uin 
uri o.tl'Ount au:tf l oi01t to oot;? l cte l£nd_ 

1 • 
YI in th1. ~"l'tiu'J.la:r c11.,tr1o t . th1s 


